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Dates for the Diary
26th Nov - Baby room and 
Explorer parents evening

28th Nov - Preschool parents 
evening

23rd Dec - 3rd January 
Den Half Term

I am starting this newsletter by reminding all 
parents that most of the eligibility codes must be 
renew in order for us to be able to continue to 
claim relevant funding. If you do not renew your 
application, your monthly fees will be increase, as 
we will only be able to claim 570 FE hours instead 
of 1140 yearly funded hours.

I am also taking this opportunity to remind 
all parents that in order for us to be able to 
provide the best learning opportunities; outdoor 
environment is an important part of our daily 
routine. I would like all parents to ensure that 
scarves, gloves, hats, appropriate winter coats 
and shoes are available within nursery. At the 
moment, some children cannot access the garden 
due to being too cold to take part in the fun 
physical activities provided by the Practitioners 
and sport coaches throughout the day.

Parents Evening
As you will be aware we are holding a parents 
evening at the end of November. Pre-school 
will be on Thursday 28th  November and Baby 
room and Explorers will be held on Tuesday 26th 
November. If you would like to come and discuss 
how your child is progressing or go through 
their summative assessment, then please make 
an appointment with the staff in your child’s 
room. You may feel your child progressing well 
and is happy, and you have nothing to add then 
attending parents, evening may not be necessary. 
We will leave that decision up to you. 

Spare Clothes
May I ask parents if they have any clothes that 
your child has grown out of, we would be very 
happy to receive them as a donation to the 
nursery. We are in need of spare clothes for 
Preschool.

Celebrating Birthdays
Elan has committed to an early years nutrition 
programme. Having this in mind, we want to 
celebrate children’s special day by shifting the 
focus away from foods high in fat, sugar and 
salt. It is possible to celebrate an occasion or 
make a child feel special on their birthday whilst 
maintaining a balanced approach. We as a team 
have decided to make a Papier-mâché cake with 
a candle and a crown to celebrate children’s 
birthdays in nursery. 

Pro-tot of the month
A big congratulation to Dylan Langridge, he was 
chosen as Pro-tot of the month for October.

Nursery closure for Christmas
It seems a long time until Christmas, but it will 
be here before we know. Just a reminder to all 
nursery parents nursery will be close at 2 pm on 
Tuesday 24th December and reopen on Thursday 
2nd January 2020 at 7.30 as usual.

A note from Faezeh

Note from the Baby Room team

Wow where has this month gone!

The babies have been making Harvest Baskets. 
The cutouts that we made were of different types 
of vegetables, the babies used these to stick onto 
their harvest baskets. We became very creative 
and enjoyed painting and sticking the vegetables 
onto the baskets and talking about all the different 
vegetables.

We have been decorating our room with lots of 
Halloween decorations and artworks and the 
babies have enjoyed exploring the Pumpkins. They 
have been a big hit and they have loved being able 
to feel the different textures and to hold them to 
see how heavy they were. 

We have carried on with our pumpkins topic and 
have been using the colour orange to resemble 
the colour of the pumpkins. Touching the paint 
and making different marks on a very large piece 
of paper has been lots of fun. We extended this 
activity and during another painting session, we 
added balls and cars to mark tracks in the paint 
too.

We have been very creative with the babies using 
paint and a cardboard tube to print pictures of 
spiders. The tubes made perfect spiders legs, 
which Harry is modelling.

During Diwali festival, we made a light tunnel, the 
babies were able to crawl through and had the 
experience of feeling the ribbons as they entered 
and were able to see light at the top of the box. 
They enjoyed looking at the lights and interacting 
with their friends. 

Could I please request that we have named 
slippers or non-slip socks especially now as it is 
getting colder.

From the Baby Room Team 

Makaton signs of 
the month:
Telephone / Good / Drink

Quote of the month
During our grandparents 
tea party, I (Faezeh) was 
talking to Max Pepperell’s 
grandmother and she 
said: ‘’It is good to know 
what is happening in 
our grandchildren’s life 
in nursery as we all are 
involved in their life. Max 
listened and said: “Yes, 
it is good to see what is 
happening.’’
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Note from the Explorers team

October has very much been an exploring month 
for the Explorers. We have finished exploring the 
items that were brought in from our treasure hunts. 
Thank you so much for bringing them in. We used 
magnifying glasses to take a closer look at things up 
close. Elijah got very excited when he found the big 
acorn and showed it round to all his friends. Imogen 
also loved collecting the conkers off the table and 
posting them into our buckets.

We then later used some masking tape to create a 
spider web theme across the sensory table, and the 
children loved the new challenge of trying to get 
what was underneath. Lowell was quick to notice it 
was sticky and gave his friends a warning not to get 
caught.

During circle time we picked out our biggest 
pumpkin to carve, the children all sat down and 
really focused and loved exploring the insides of 
the pumpkins. Evie told us it was slimly and James 
quickly started counting the seeds one by one.

After we carved our pumpkin, we put the seeds 
to the side to let them dry out. We then created a 
sensory collage using the seeds and glue to make 
our very own insides of pumpkins. 

We have been enjoying dressing up lots this month. 
We have seen Witches, pumpkins and cats and the 
children became very independent looking in the 
mirror while they put on different outfits. 

Nathaniel made an excellent skeleton and showed 
off his best dance moves to our Halloween music.

October has also been rather wet, and explorers 
have loved it going out in the garden to explore 
different size puddles but of course they loved the 
big ones , Ethan, Finley and Willow loved racing the 
cars through them and giving the bikes a wash.

Next month will see us looking at darker nights and 
exploring different lights, we have firework night so 
we shall be exploring firework pictures using sand, 
sprinkles and glitter. 

Appropriate clothing – now we are getting into the 
wetter and colder months , can I please remind all 
parents to please bring in suitable clothing , we 
need water proof coats , all in ones and wellies, 
although we do have some spares we sometimes 
don’t have enough for everyone and would 
appreciate if all children have the correct clothing. 

Also just a little reminder to all parents that we 
cannot give the children any food brought in from 
home this includes cakes and breakfast items, this 
is due to serious nut allergies in the building and we 
don’t know what has come into contact with the 
food. 

I’d also like to welcome some new friends into the 
Explorers room, so please join me in saying hello to 
Ronnie, Caleb , Emile and Nicholas.

Fruit of the month
Banana

Veg of the month
Potato

October has brought us many days of joy and we 
have had so much fun exploring our themes, topics 
and festival.

  One of our topics this month has been to learn 
about the international day for the elderly. This 
made us think of our families and the different 
generations within them. We talked to the children 
about who is in their family and asked who has a 
Nana or Grandad. This lead on to see if we could 
arrange something for our lovely Grandparents, 
who do play such an important part of the children’s 
lives. Many of our Grandparents are involved in 
picking up or dropping off the children at Pre-
School. Therefore, the children and staff decided 
to see if we could arrange a little tea party to show 
our Grandparents what we all get up to during our 
days. The children very much took part in all of the 
arrangements, they helped to make a poster and 
they handed out their grandparents invitations. 
The children also made a Victoria sponge cake, 
decorated some cupcakes and made some filo 
pastry wraps. 

We would like to say a Big’ Thank you’ to all of 
our Grandparents who could make it to our tea 
part. The children loved showing you all around 
and playing with you all in Pre School. We all had a 
lovely time and we hope to do it again.

The children have also been taking part in a few 
community events such as Steyning Primary schools 
Harvest festival assembly. We were invited to come 
along and bring our contributions from the nursery; 
our box was donated to the Shoreham food bank. 
The headmistress of Steyning asked the children 
to come into the hall. The children all stood at the 
front of the assembly, in front of all the children and 

teachers of the school. Some of the children were 
asked, “What have you brought along for us today?” 
The children were wonderful and answered clearly 
into the microphone. They were very brave and we 
were so proud of them all.

Toby’s Nanny, who works at the lovely Valerie 
Manor nursing and residential care home, has 
arranged another of our lovely days out this month. 
Thank you for helping to arrange this visit. The 
children had a lovely time meeting and talking 
to some of your residents, they enjoyed drawing 
pictures, listening to a story and having their snack 
time with you all. We hope we will be able to come 
and visit you again soon.

As well as our lovely trips out the children have 
been really enjoying Forest School every week and 
our newer children are now a lot more established 
with our routines of the morning. The children 
benefit in so many ways from the opportunities 
of outdoor learning and we are looking forward 
to returning to Forest School after the half term 
week. I would like to remind parents please ensure 
the children have waterproof clothes, good foot 
ware and warm socks and gloves, as the weather is 
becoming colder and we do go in all weathers. 

This month we will be looking forward to some new 
topics such as world science day and road safety 
week, we will also be making firework pictures and 
dressing up for Children in need. To see more of 
what we are getting up to in preschool, please feel 
free to look at our notice boards in the hall, to see 
pictures of how our activities progress during the 
month. 

Thank-you for taking the time to read our 
newsletter, Pre-School.

Note from the Pre-School team
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Note from the Den

We’ve managed to go along to Sleep Hollow a few 
times this months, and the children found a large 
tree that had been cut down, “look it’s a play park” 
they shouted as they made their way over to it. The 
tree then became our base while we were there, 
as it gave us somewhere to place the fruit snacks 
as well as a range of play opportunities for the 
children. Next to the tree was a high tree stump, 
the children found it hard work to climb up onto 
and they needed to work out how to get back down 
again! With a comforting hand on the back to calm 
the nervous, they were soon managing on their 
own. Close to the tree a den had been built, so that 
gave them another option and of course, we had 
the games of had and running around.

These wonderful outing are only possible with 
trust between the children and staff and that is 
something I am very proud of.

One day we were on the bus on the way to Sleepy 
Hollow and it started to rain! 

Flo was sitting in the front of the bus with me and 
instead of moaning about getting wet, she said, 
“it’s going to be wet and slippy! That’s good we can 
challenge ourselves!”

When we return the clocks will have changed and 
it is back to dark nights in the garden and lots of 
new fun, so feel free to send in flashlights for the 
children and remember we are out in all weathers, 
so a coat is always needed. This is even more 
important if they have had wet play at school and 
have stay in all day, they need to run!

Milly has been teaching us to play UNO, which the 
children now play independently with no fuss.

As it is will now getting cold and dark out will start 
to reintroduce the Wii and tablets but again this will 
still be mixed in with our door play which is far more 
beneficial for the children. 

Our favourite quote of the month has been;

Rosie, was sitting on the mini bus when she said 
“Sandy, this bus is named after Milly”. Sandy ask 
why and she said, “It’s called a Millybus”.


